
Introduction Impact on ALICE Broader Costs Future Trends Other Sections

Commuting times will continue to increase: As workers seek ways to cut costs by finding less
expensive housing further away from jobs or using slower but cheaper public transportation, commute
times will increase. Long commute times increase tardiness and absenteeism rates and can have a
negative impact on job retention, adding costs to businesses. Congestion from driving commuters also
adds travel time and costs to the trucking industry, and those costs are then passed on to
consumers.28 As shown in the figure below, a worker driving 10 miles each way to work every day
spends, on average, $214 per month, using the Internal Revenue Service estimate of $0.535 per mile.
A 20-mile commute each way doubles the cost; a 50-mile commute each way totals more than $1,000
per month.

Monthly Cost of Driving to Work by Mileage, 2017 

Sources: Internal Revenue Service (2016, December 13). 2017 standard mileage rates for business, medical and moving announced

Urban sprawl will continue to grow: The appeal of lower-cost housing and reliance on driving continues 
to push workers to the suburbs and beyond. The development of new infrastructure, especially roads and 
public services (such as electricity, water, and waste management), costs the American economy more 
than an estimated $1 trillion annually. One study found that those living in the new communities directly
bear $625 billion in extra tax burden, and all residents and businesses in the state, regardless of where 
they are located, bear an extra $400 billion in costs. Looking at transportation costs alone, development 
on the fringes of cities over a 15-year period costs nearly twice as much as redevelopment of inner-city 
transportation.29



Ride-hailing companies will continue to change the transportation options for ALICE families in two 
ways. First, the proliferation of ride-hailing companies like Uber and Lyft offers ALICE workers a source of 
additional income and a way to afford a vehicle. Yet these services also impinge on the traditional taxi and 
livery industries, where many drivers are also ALICE workers.30

Second, for ALICE families, using ride-hailing services for transportation can be more affordable than 
owning and maintaining a car, and more convenient because rides are available on demand. Rural areas, 
however, have benefitted less from these services, and pricing in some areas makes ride-hailing less 
accessible for ALICE (especially “surge pricing,” where prices increase during busy times).31

Self-driving vehicles are poised to transform the transportation landscape. In the future, fleets of 
publicly owned self-driving vehicles could provide transportation to doctors’ offices at a fraction of the cost 
of building a more accessible public transportation system. And if self-driving vehicles can offer lower-cost 
transportation and more productive commuting time, the proximity of housing to work and amenities might 
become less important, thereby increasing the range of locations for affordable housing. In addition, a 
reduced need for car ownership will change the demand for houses with garages, and for on-street 
parking.32
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